
STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE  6 

 

Each student must read the following title. Knowledge of this novel will be 

assessed as part of a unit on Africa in Social Studies class.  

 

 Park, Linda Sue    A Long Walk to Water 

 

Each student will select one of the following Classic Titles to read. Each student 

will prepare and give a Book Talk for her chosen book as described on the 

assignment page.  

 

 Carroll, Lewis   Alice in Wonderland 

 Hodgson Burnett, Frances The Secret Garden 

 Kipling, Rudyard   The Jungle Book 

 Spyri, Johanna   Heidi 

  

Other books that might be enjoyed by rising 6th graders are:  

 

Avi     True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 

Bryant, Jen    The Trial, Pieces of Georgia, Kaleidoscope Eyes 

Choldenko, Gennifer  Al Capone Does My Shirts 

Ellis, Deborah   The Breadwinner 

Filipovic, Zlata   Zlata’s Diary 

Funke, Cornelia   The Thief Lord 

Giff, Patricia Reilly  Nory Ryan’s Song 

Levine, Karen   Hana’s Suitcase  

O’Dell, Scott   Island of the Blue Dolphins  

Paterson, Katherine  Bridge to Terabithia 

Paulson, Gary  Hatchet 

Resau, Laura   Star in the Forest 

Snyder, Zipha Keatley  The Egypt Game 

Williams, Laura F.  Behind the Bedroom Wall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Students Entering Grade 6 

Summer Reading Project 2017: Book Talk  

Select one book from the list of Classic Titles to give a Book Talk. Your Book Talk project 

involves delivering a 2-3 minute book talk to the class about one novel you have read from the 

optional reading choices.  The objective of a book talk is to convince the listener to read the book 

you are recommending.  This book talk is essentially a persuasive speech to convince the listeners 

that they should read a specific book.  

Introduction: Find an interesting, exciting, or mysterious quote from the book to start off your 

presentation.  This quote will get the reader’s attention.  Don’t just pick any quote… choose 

carefully and deliberately to try to capture the attention of the audience.  Also explain why you 

chose the quote. Clearly introduce your book by giving the name and author of the book. Identify 

the setting of the book. 

Middle:  The middle of the presentation will cover the characters and plot of the book without 

giving too much away of the story. Tell a little where the book about the action or conflict involved 

in the book and what it is about in general. The book talk will cover some additional elements of 

the novel, but you should focus much of your time on the plot and conflict of the novel.  

Resolution: Under no circumstances should you give away the ending of the novel. Without giving 

away the ending, convince the reader that you loved this book and that this is the book they want to 

read next. Make some predictions which student in the class might enjoy the book.  

Visual Aid: Your presentation must include, such as a drawing, collage, map, original book cover, 

or another visual significant to the book to present to the audience.  It can be electronic (if you 

save it on Google Drive, we can project it) or an actual item/picture/poster. 

Your presentation does not need to be memorized. You may use notes to make your presentation.  

Please email me at sklinger@villamaria.org with any questions. I will 

check email periodically throughout the summer.  

 

 

 

 


